SOUTH CAROLINA

HURRICANE GUIDE
FOR HOMEOWNERS

FOR HOME OWNERS

SOUTH CAROLINA HURRICANE GUIDE
WWW.STRANDSECURITY.COM

2021

YOUR

HOME
YOUR

FAMILY
PREPARE

NOW!
www.strandsecurity.com

INSIDE THIS GUIDE

Hurricane preparedness tips
Social Distancing & Storm Evacuations.....................................................4
Home Security Systems and Hurricanes...................................................6
Hurricane Home Supplies Checklist............................................................7
Outside Prep............................................................................................................8
Inside Prep................................................................................................................9
Documentation.....................................................................................................10
When You Stay......................................................................................................11
If You Leave............................................................................................................12
Secure & Protect...................................................................................................13
Protecting Your Pets...........................................................................................14
Communication......................................................................................................15
Clean Up.....................................................................................................................16
Smart Home Resources.......................................................................................17

SOUTH CAROLINA HURRICANE GUIDE 2021

RESOURCES

Resources: Horry & Georgetown Counties
www.horrycounty.org/Departments/Emergency-Management/Hurricanes
(843) 915-5150
www.georgetowncountysc.org/Emergency_Management/hurricaneinfo.html
(843) 545-3273
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SOCIAL DISTANCING & STORM EVACUATIONS
As we come out of a Pandemic, the right choice is always to evacuate if mandated!
Preventative or safety measures like social distancing, hurricane
evacuations, or tornado sheltering are designed to reduce the
number of fatalities.
We at Strand Security want you to make the right choices:
choices that are right for your family, your business and
employees, as well as your community.

While not doing anything to prepare for a hurricane certainly is a choice, choosing to
take action early can save your life and that of others. Get it right; you only have one life!
We recommend you start by reviewing any previous hurricane plans you may have
created. Next, look at how you can implement these types of plans while practicing
social distancing in this time of COVID-19 and make adjustments accordingly.
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SOCIAL DISTANCING & STORM EVACUATIONS
Consider ordering all hurricane supplies online
Order early BEFORE the first threat of a hurricane.
Supplies run low, quickly!
Create an alternative evacuation plan:
Can you camp in a different state not affected by the hurricane?
Do you have friends who’d let you say with them in a separate part of their home?
Can a family member accommodate you?
If you do need to go to a local shelter, make sure to have enough masks and
hand sanitizer available to take along.
While we await further guidance from FEMA and the CDC on how to safely
evacuate during COVID-19, we suggest you review guidelines for staying
in a local shelter as they might have been updated and might include
vaccination requirements. Remember that it’s up to you to be as prepared
as you can. Hurricane prep starts ...now
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HOME SECURITY SYSTEMS AND HURRICANES
INTRODUCTION
Before and After the Storm
Your home security system can be incredibly beneficial during & after a storm, but there
can also be potential problems. For example, power outages mean that your security
system will be running on battery power. Also if the windows or doors are breached
incoming wind and rain can pose problems such as knocking security cameras, motions
and sensors out of alignment.
It’s important to take these possibilities into consideration during your hurricane
preparation.
Top Tips
Reinforce all points of entry to your home and business.
Battery life is approximately 5 years. However, if you are unsure of the last time
your system was tested please call us.
Wireless systems with remote capabilities are ideal for areas with frequent
storms like on the Grand Strand of Myrtle Beach South Carolina.
To get a free quote and learn more about Honeywell Total Connect or Alarm.com call Strand Security today at (843)-318-6392.
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HURRICANE HOME SUPPLIES CHECK LIST
INTRODUCTION
PLYWOOD
SANDBAGS
GENERATOR
EXTRA GASOLINE
POWER TOOLS
CHAINSAW + EXTRA BLADES
TARPS/PLASTIC SHEETS
DUCT TAPE
GARBAGE BAGS
WATERPROOF CONTAINERS
CLEANING PRODUCTS
MOPS & BUCKETS
INSURANCE PAPERS
CASH
LARGE COOLERS
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
FACE MASKS
ANTI-BACTERIAL WIPES
TOILET PAPER

WATER SUPPLY- 1 GALLON P/P/DAY
NON-PERISHABLE FOOD
MANUAL CAN OPENER
FLASHLIGHTS
HEAD LAMPS
WEATHER RADIO
EXTRA BATTERIES
OUTDOOR GRILL + FUEL
FIRST AID KIT
PERSONAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS
MEDICATIONS
POWER BANK
SOLAR POWER BANK
BLANKETS AND PILLOW
SCISSORS
WHISTLE
HAND SANITIZER
DISPOSABLE GLOVES
PAPER TOWELS
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OUTSIDE PREP

Take a walk around the outside of your home. Use your
smartphone to create a video as you walk, to document the
exterior before the storm. Don't forget to include the roof and
your yard features, including a pool or swing set!
Next, pick up EVERYTHING that is not permanently attached
or anchored and bring inside your garage or home. This
includes tools, toys, outdoor furniture, umbrellas, hoses and
potted plants.
Make a plan to move your vehicles, RV, boat, trailer or motorcycle indoors.
Move these items to a safe and secure place for the duration of the storm, preferably to an
indoor space like a friend's garage if you don't have space yourself. If you can not find such a
space, plan to move these items inland, away from the incoming storm.
Falling trees, tree limbs and wind can overturn or damage these expensive items.
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INSIDE PREP
Remove delicate pictures, collectibles and anything else of
value from your walls. Place these items in waterproof storage
bins.
Collect all your important documents, make electronic copies
and store the originals in a waterproof case - plan to bring this
case with you.
Fill all available large containers and your bathtub with water
to use for flushing toilets in case you lose access to water.
Place a flashlight in each room of your home if you plan to stay.
Turn your freezer and fridge settings to get them as cold as possible. Add a cup of water to
your freezer. Once it's frozen, top it with a coin. If you return to your home and the coin is
at the bottom of the cup, you will know you food is spoiled!
Prepare ready-to-eat meals with all your fresh food, and freeze in individual portions. Bake
muffins or bread with your eggs and fresh fruit.
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DOCUMENTATION

Gather all important papers and review your current home
insurance coverage.
First make electronic copies and store in the cloud for
remote access.
Then add the originals to a portable, water-proof case and
this case with you if you have to evacuate.
Store hard copies in safety deposit box at your local bank.
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DOCUMENTATION CHECKLIST

CHECKBOOK
BANK PASS
CREDIT CARDS
IDS
SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS
PROOF OF INSURANCE - CARS, HOME AND LIFE
PROOF OF RESIDENCE
PRESCRIPTIONS
BIRTH CERTIFICATES
MARRIAGE LICENCE
STOCK AND BOND CERTIFICATES
WILL
COPY OF MOST RECENT TAX RETURN
VACCINATION RECORDS
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WHEN YOU DECIDE TO STAY
Designate a 'safe room' in your home for when the storm passes
over.
Pick a room without outside walls or windows. A utility room,
laundry room, bathroom or large closet are often good choices.
Place non-perishable food, water and flashlights in that room.
Bring in blankets and pillows, pet supplies and anything else
needs to ride out the storm.
Fill all your bathtubs with water. You will use this water to flush the toilets.
Prepare kids as best as you can. Have noise-canceling headphones on hand or plan to play
music. Play board games and supply toys for distraction.
If you have anxious pets, consider talking with your veterinarian prior to hurricane season to
get a prescription for an anti-anxiety drug to keep your pet calm during the storm.

SOUTH CAROLINA HURRICANE GUIDE 2021

11

14

IF YOU NEED TO LEAVE YOUR HOME
Let your family and friends know that you are leaving your home
and where you are headed.
Pack up everything you might need for at least a two week stay
away from your home.
Make a reservation* before heading out if you are headed inland,
away from family and friends; pass this information on to your
family so they will know how to contact you.

*Due to COVID-19
restrictions, we
advise you to call
and talk to
someone
physically present
at the hotel for the
most updated info.

Lock up your home before you go. Park any vehicles you own and won't take with you
inside your garage.
Arm your security alarm system.
If you are in a known flood zone, move all furniture to higher ground - either in an upstairs
room, on top of washer/dryer, or on top of large pieces of furniture.
Use your smartphone to create a video of the inside of your home to document your
interior before the storm.
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SECURE & PROTECT
You can prepare your security system for extended power
outages - especially coastal areas - by doing the following:
1. Connect the power circuit that powers your alarm panel to a
generator, if you have one.
2. Make sure you have a spare battery on hand. Power outages
can certainly exceed the life
of an existing battery.
Call your security company today to get your ‘back up’ alarm panel battery. Do not delay.
As soon as a storm is named, these batteries, like all generators and all other hurricane
supplies, will be in high demand.
If you have to evacuate, relay this information to your security company.
Monitor your assets from your smartphone and/or tablet while away.
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PROTECTING YOUR PETS

If you evacuate and have to travel with your pet, take caution
when opening the car doors at rest stops and hotels.
Make sure your pet is wearing a collar with an ID tag. That tag
should have your most recent mobile phone number on it. Or, if
your pet is chipped, double-check the chip has the most updated
information in case your pet is lost.
Bring your pet's food, water and food bowls, crates and or dog bed,
leashes, toys and vaccination records.
If you do stay home, bring your pets inside and into your safe room
during the hurricane.
If you pet needs to go outside, wait until it's safe or use puppy pads
if the need is too great.

SOUTH CAROLINA HURRICANE GUIDE 2021

14

10

17

COMMUNICATION

Stay in touch with family and friends through social media.
Check in daily with at least one designated family member.
Even if electricity goes out, you might still have cell service.
If you move locations, always inform your family.
Communicate with your neighbors and know how to reach them
after the storm passes.
Inform your security alarm company if you are evacuating due to a hurricane.
Pay attention to the local news about road closings, severe weather and rescue efforts.
If you did evacuate, follow the instructions of authorities in charge of your area about
returning to your neighborhood and home.
Be prepared to show proof of residency in order to return home.
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THE AFTERMATH - CLEAN UP
As soon as the storm has passed and it is safe to be
outside, create another video with your smart phone.
This time, document all exterior and interior damage
from the storm.
In addition to the video, take close up pictures of any
and all damage.
Check in and connect with your neighbors to make
sure they are safe and not in need of rescue.
Work together with neighbors and friends to start the cleanup process.
Outside, cut up fallen trees, remove large limbs and rake up debris. If windows are broken,
take extra caution to pick up glass.
If your house was flooded, you might need a professional company to come and dry and
restore the interior of your home.
Connect with your insurance adjuster ASAP.
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SMART HOME RESOURCES
Save time and money with URC (Universal Remote Control) Smart Home.
Call Strand Security to learn more at (843)-318-6392

Lutron
Amazon Alexa
URC
LUXEL
Honeywell
Alarm.com
HikVision
Ring
Origin
Acoustics
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FAILING TO PREPARE IS PREPARING TO FAIL!
IMMEDIATE ACTIONS TO GET A HEAD START ON PREPARATION

Purchase your hurricane supplies early, before the threat of any storm
Create your hurricane kit now!
Make an evacuation plan and inform your family and neighbors
Gather all documents ahead of time and place copies in a safety deposit box
Review your home insurance coverage
Review local shelter guidelines as it pertain to COVID-19 precautions
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SOUTH CAROLINA

YOUR SECURITY
FOR HOMEOWNERS

AND SAFETY...

IS OUR BUSINESS!
CALL 843-318-6392 TODAY

